DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

Mr. Gladstone to contradict on behalf of the Govern-
ment such atrocious falsehoods, but he refused.
Any denial of one point would only shift the
attack to a more effective slogan, such as the
Queen's seclusion, and further embitter a dangerous
controversy.

To what extremes this movement would have gone
it is impossible to conjecture. A most fortunate
misfortune arrested it for the Prince of Wales was
stricken by typhoid fever, and he and the Queen
ceased to be a profligate heir and an unfunctioning
Sovereign, and became a young man dangerously
ill and his miserably anxious mother. Human
sympathy with them as such wiped from the slate all
the indictments against them, and the most senti-
mental nation in the world clutched at the first
editions of the daily papers to read the latest bulletins.
Princess Louis was still staying with her brother
when he was taken ill and instantly she became the
moral hope and stay of the house, taking charge of
her sister-in-law, quiet and confident and responsible,
and serving in the sick-room as a trained and com-
petent nurse. The case became critical, and the
Queen went to Sandringham where she had never
been before, though the Prince had lived there for
eight years. The present anxiety ominously linked
itself up with the past: the nursing, the symptoms,
the attacks of difficult breathing, the rambling voice,
all reminded her of the Prince Consort's illness. The
patient improved, and she returned to Windsor, but
there was a relapse and the doctors told her that she
must go back if she wished to see him before the end.
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